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Gerasimov Yu. N., Gerasimov N. N. 2008. Birds of Elovka River // The biology and conservation of the 
birds of Kamchatka. Moscow, 8: 38–65. 

Materials on the birds of Elovka River basin – main tributary stream of Kamchatka River – were collected in 1975–
2006. Observations of waterfowl migration were conducted in zakaznik (game refuge) «Kharchinskoe Lake» during 
10 spring seasons in 1975–1999. Investigations during breeding season were carried out in 1976, 1992, 2003 and 
2006. They include 170 km length ducks counting on the Elovka River bed, transect counts in different types of for-
ests with total length of 83 km and collecting data on nesting ecology of birds. 125 bird species were recorded, 94 of 
them are breeding or probably breeding. Up to 200,000 ducks, 50,000 waders, 35,000 geese, 25,000 gulls, 4,000 
swans and 3,000 grebes migrate through this area in spring. In May the peak number of feeding and resting birds 
reaches 30,000 geese, 25,000 ducks, 6,000 waders, more 400 swans in «Kharchinskoe Lake» Game Refuge. This area 
is the most important staging place for waterbirds and shorebirds in Central Kamchatka. Elovka River basin is very 
important breeding area for the Smew and Common Merganser in Kamchatka. 
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Fig. 1. Points of investigations in Elovka River basin. 
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Fig. 2. Daily migration of White-fronted Goose on Kharchinskoe Lake in April – May. 
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Fig. 4. Daily migration of Green-winged Teal on Kharchinskoe Lake in April – May. 
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.
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-
 12 .

 1999 . -
. -

. ,  – -
.

. .  2003 .

. .
Accipiter nisus –

. .
 Buteo lagopus 
. .  1999 .

.
2  – 16  23 .  2003 .

.  0,3 / 2. -
, -

.
.

 11 
.
Aquila chrysaetos –

.
. ,

 4 .
. .  (2000) -

 1958 . . -
.  2  17 

1967 . . . -
-

,
.

- Haliaeetus albicilla -
H. pelagicus – -

. . -
-

.
Falco peregrinus – , -

. , , -
.  16–22  1999 . -

.
Falco subbuteo – -

. -
. .

21–26  1976 . , -
.  1999 . -

 (2 )  21 . -
 « -

» . .
. .  (2000)  4 -

 12  1957 .
. . -

, .
Falco columbarius – 

, 2–3 
.  25  1999 .

Lagopus lagopus – -
. -

. , -
.  14 

 9  1956 . -
.

,
 ( , 2000). 

Lagopus mutus – -
.

-
, , , .

,
 ( -

, 2000).
Tetrao parvirostris – -

-
.

 ( , 2000). 
-

.  6  2003 .
Pluvialis fulva – 

. -
 26  1963 . . -

. .  (2000). 
 – -

Pluvialis dominica.
. .  1975 .

« » .  7 . . . -
 « »

23  1980 ., 21  1981 .  17  1982 .
 1999 . -

.  19, 20  22 ,
 23–26 

 ( . 11). -
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Fig. 11. Daily migration of Pacific Golden Plover on Khar-
chinskoe Lake in May 1999. 
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Fig. 12. Daily migration of Mongolian Plover on Kharchinskoe 
Lake in May 1999. 

Arenaria interpres – -
.  1999 . -

 24 .  2 
.

 2  27 .
- Haematopus ostralegus –

.  28  1963 .
.  ( , 2000). 

Tringa glareola – -
, .

.  1999 .

11 .  2  13 ,
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Fig. 13. Daily migration of Wood Sandpiper on Kharchinskoe 
Lake in May 1999. 
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Fig. 14. Daily migration of Greenshank on Kharchinskoe Lake 
in May 1999. 

 1999 . 28  25 
.  4 

.  3  2006 . -
 2 ,  2 

 « ». -
: 5–6  « -

» .  (  50 )
 12 .

. .
. . -

 (2000) 1  1957 .
. .

Tringa erythropus – 
. . .  12 

.  18  1976 . . . -
 21  1983 . , -

 17 .  1999 .
.  21  26 ,

 13 .
Heteroscelus

brevipes – . -
.  21 -

 1976 .  1999 .  20  27 
 24 .

 Actitis hypoleucos – 
.  1999 .

.
 – 26  27 .

 10 .
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 2006 .
. . . .  (2000) 
 4 -

. ,  3 
14  1956 . . .

 19  1956 .
 4 . ,

 19  1957 . -
.  22  1963 .

.
Xenus cinereus – 

.  25  1964 .
.  ( , 2000).  1999 . 24–26 

 18 ,
13 .

Philomachus pugnax – -
.  27  1957 .

. ,  – 22  1962 .
. .  5  3 -

,  2 – « » – -
- -  ( , 2000).  
. .  6 -

.  11 
1981 .,  19  1981 .  12 .

 1999 . -
 24  26 .

- Calidris ruficollis – 
.  1999 . -

.  20 ,
 – 

27  ( . 15). 
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Fig. 15. Daily migration of Red-necked Stint on Kharchinskoe 
Lake in May 1999. 

-
.  24  1976 .
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, .

 1999 . . -
 23 .

,  74 -
: 4 

 13  2–7 .
130 .

,  24 , ,
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,  1 .
. , -

.

.
 1976 .
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.  1999 .

. .
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. . .
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Fig. 16. Daily migration of Dunlin on Kharchinskoe Lake in 
May 1999. 
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1976 .
 11–12 .

. .  (2000) 
.  29  1963 .

Calidris tenuirostris – -
.  1999 .

.  3  3, 5  14 -
 20 .  3  10 -

 21  24 .
 Gallinago gallinago –

. . . -
. -

 10  1980 ., 11  1981 ., 9  1982 .
(  2  6 ), 9 
1983 .  9  1984 .

 1999 . -
 9 :

.
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,
.
 12 .  13 -

,  19 
.  20 

, -
,

10 , .

. -
 21  22 .

,  23 , -
, -

, -
,  5 . .

Numenius mada-
gascariensis – -

. . . . -
 16  1975 .  19 

1976 ., . .  – 7  1990 .  1999 .

 11 . -
 19 ,

(3  2, 7  8 )
20 .  26 ,

 56 .
. .  (2000) 

. .
Numenius phaeopus – 

.
.  26  1999 .

Limosa limosa – -
.

. . . -
 10  1975 .  16  1976 .

 18–23 
1976 . . .

 14  1990 .
1999 .
16 ,  19 
25 .  – 1355  – 

 23  ( . 17). ,
-

 250 .
3722 .

. -
.

 26  1999 .
. .  (2000) .  11 

1963 .
Limosa lapponica – -

. ,
60 , .
24  1999 . , -

.
Larus ridibundus – -

.
.  10  1975 ., 

12  1976 ., 8  1978 ., 1  1980 ., 13 
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. ,
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Fig. 17. Daily migration of Black-tailed Godwit on Kharchin-
skoe Lake in May 1999. 
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Fig. 18. Daily migration of Black-headed Gull on Kharchin-
skoe Lake in April – May 1999. 
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- -
. .

. . . -
.  7 -

 29  1980 .  24  1981 .
 1 . .

 – 8  1982 .
Larus heuglini – -

.  1999 . -
 19 . -

 – 19  –  24 ,
 49 .

Larus schistisagus – -
. . -

 2  1980 ., 28 
1982 .  28  1999 .  1999 . -

 11 .
 184 .

Larus hyperboreus – 
.  1999 .  16 

- . -
 13 .

,  8 
,  45 . -

: . . -
. -

 17  1985 .
 Larus canus – -

.  1999 .
.  5 , -

 12 .
244 . , ,

. , 28 
1998 .  50 

. .
Larus crassirostris – -

. . .  (2000)  1 
.  30  1964 .

Rhodostethia rosea – .
. .
.  22  1978 .  2  1982 .

 48 .
 18 ,

 – 2 .
Sterna hirundo – -

.  1999 . -
.  20 ,

,  26 
.

. .
. .  3  2–3 

 11  1980 .
 25 ,  –  26  31 -

,  – 6 .
-

.  6  2006 .
,

.
Cuculus canorus – -
.

 0,3–2,8 / 2,  – 
0,4–1,5 / 2,  – 0–1,3 / 2, -

 – .
Cuculus saturatus – -
, -

. .
 1,0 / 2,  – 

0,3–0,5 / 2. .
Nyctea scandiaca – .

.  19  1976 .
. . .

Asio flammeus – -
, .  1999 .

. -
 28, 29  2 . :

 26  1958 .
 ( , 2000). 

Aegolius funereus – -
. . . -

,  « »
. . . .  (2000) 

 4  20 
1958 . . .

.
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. -
. ,

.
Apus pacificus – -

. -
. .  (2000) 24  1958 . -

. -
 300- .
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.

-
 0,7–6,1 / 2,

.  – 0,9–3,9 / 2,  – 
0,8 / 2; . -
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 6 -

.
,

Martes zibellina.
Dendrocopos minor –

 (0,6–3,8 / 2), -
 (0–1,1 / 2). . -

 1–5 
1999 .  5 

.  30 ,
 10  6 -

. -
. .

, -
,  27  1982 .

Picoides tridactylus – -
.  2003 .

.
 3,3 / 2;  2006 .
 20 -

.
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Riparia riparia – 
.  1976 . 2 -

. . ,  15–20 
, ; ,

, – .
1982 . .  6–10 

. ,
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. . .
-

.  2006 . -

 150 . . -
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. . -
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 23  1981 ., 20 
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 1999 . . -

. -
.

 20 . -
 29 .

 1–2 , -
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 3 , , -
,  II .

 16 . . .
 4 . -

 21  1975 .
Anthus hodgsoni – -

.
,
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25,5–28,4 / 2. -

-
 15,8 / 2;

-
 – 12,0 / 2;

 – 
11,3 / 2;  – 8,6 / 2.

(3,1 / 2)
.  (2,0 / 2).

 1999 . -
.  13 ,
 23–26 .

Anthus gustavi -
. ,

, .
1999 . -

 13–26 .
Anthus rubescens

, , -
.

1000 . . .
 1999 . -

. -

.
14 ,  18 .

 25 , -
. -

.
 Motacilla flava –

-
. . -

.

(2,8 / 2), -
 (2,0 / 2),

-
,

 (0,7 / 2).
 1976 . . .

.  16 .  1999 .
 13 ,
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. -
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, .

 25 .
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. . ,
,

, -
.

, -
.
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.  20 .

 5  16  1964 .
. .

( , 2000).  

-
. 30  1964 . .
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 6  ( , 2000). 
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.

 (
). -

-
.

.  – 18  1982 . ( . . -
, . .).  1999 . 27 

.  2 -
, -
. ,

,  1–2 ,  3 
.

 5 , -
. -
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,  8 .
-

,
, -

.

.  18  1976 .
Lanius cristatus – -

, . -
,

,  – 10,3 / 2.
-

 2,8 / 2, -
 – 0,7 / 2, -

 – 0,5 / 2. .  I  2003 
2006 .

, . -
, , -

,  2 
.

Lanius excubitor – ,
 27  1999 .

. .
Pica pica – , -

 1,0–1,3 / 2, -
 – 0–0,8 / 2. -

 1. 
-

,
,

. ,
.

 1. .
Table 1. Location of Black-billed Magpie nests depending by species of nest tree. 

Number of nest 
,

Height of nest above ground, m Species of tree n % min max X 
Populus tremula 1 4,2 — — 12

Larix cajanderi 1 4,2 — — 12
Betula platyphylla 3 12,5 8,0 14,0 11,3

 Alnus hirsuta 2 8,3 7 8 7,5
Salex udensis 17 70,8 1,5 11 6,5

 Total 24 100,0 1,5 14,0 7,5

 Nucifraga caryocatactes – -
,

 0,1–0,8 / 2.
-

 9  11 .
Corvus corone –

-
,  0–0,7 
/ 2. : -

.
2,5 / 2,  – 1,0 / 2.

.
, , , -

.

.
 26  1976 .

 2  3  19  1978 ., 2 
 2  – 22  1978 .

, -
-

 107 .

 2.
-

.

 2. .
Table 2. Location of Carrion Crow nests depending by species of nest tree. 

Number of nest 
,

Height of nest above ground, m Species of tree n % min max X 
Chosenia arbutifolia 1 0,9 — — 16,0

 Populus tremula 4 3,8 12,0 14,0 13,0
 Populus suaveolens 1 0,9 — — 12,0

 Larix cajanderi 2 1,9 11,0 12,0 11,5
12 11,2 7,0 14,0 10,8

 Alnus hirsuta 38 35,5 2,0 12,0 8,0
 Padus avium 1 0,9 — — 8,0

 Salex udensis 48 44,9 1,7 12,0 7,0
 Total 107 100,0 1,7 16,0 8,2

19  1976 . ,
. ,

44 , 1 
 1 . -
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-
, -

.
. . ,

. ,
,  1  14 -

 1975 .  « » -
 20  7–8 -

.
. . , . -

-
,

, ,
,

.
Corvus corax – -

.  6 
2006 . .

. .
- . -

 –  10 .
Bombycilla garrulus – -

,  2003 . -
 1,1–2,8 / 2.  2006 .

. .
. . ,

. .  24  – 21  1984 . -
, -

.
. . -

 (2000) 22  23  1957 .
. .

4  6 .
 4  5 .

Locustella ochotensis -
-

. -
 2003  2006 .

,
.

 19 
1976 . . .

Ur-
tica sp. -

 15 , -
.  ( ):

 – 104,  – 62,  – 
70.  6 

, ,
.  ( ) :

19,8–23,1 14,9–15,2,  21,0±1,0 15,0±0,1; 
 ( ) – 2,3–2,6,  2,5±0,1. 

Locustella lanceolata – 
, .  2003 .

-
.

(7,8 / 2). -

.  2006 .  7 

. .
-

 (35,2 / 2) -
 (20,7 / 2). 

. -
-

 – 1,4 / 2. . -
-

 13,3 / 2  – 
5,3 / 2.

-
, .

- Phylloscopus borealis
 1976 .

.  2003 
2006 . .

,
-

.
Phylloscopus fuscatus – 

.  8  2006 .
. -

.
, -

.
Ficedula parva – -

.  2003 .
-

 5,6–19,0 / 2.
 2006 . .

. , -

 16,9 / 2; -
 – 19,0 / 2.

-
-

.
 25,7 / 2,

.  – 43,1 / 2,  – 
49,1 / 2,  – 39,2–76,9 / 2.

 – 
16,9 / 2, -

.
 1999 . .

 25 . -
,

-
. .  2003 

2006 . ,
.

Muscicapa sibirica –
. -

.
, -

, -
 33,3 / 2 (

),  – 
24,6 / 2 ( ). -

,  – 
3,8–17,7 / 2, .
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 I -
.

Muscicapa griseisticta

.  2003 .
-

 2,8–15,8 / 2,
.  – 2,0 / 2.  2006 .

. -
. -

-
, .

 3  2006 . -
.

, ,
, -

.
- Luscinia calliope -

. . , -
,

.  1999 . -
- . -

 25 .
Luscinia svecica -
 (5,6 / 2) -

 « ».
.

- Luscinia sibilans – -
 (28,1 / 2) -

.
 (19,6 / 2)

. .
, .

6,3 / 2,  – 3,8 / 2. -
 « »

2003 . - :  27 
 2 .

 2006 .  « »
.

 2006 . -
- . -

 3 ,  8 
.

.
Tarsiger cyanurus  2006 .

 (28,1 / 2)

. . ,
6  2003 .  « »  8 

.
Turdus obscurus – 

. -
-

 (28,8 / 2) -
.  (26,8 / 2). 

-
 – 3,9–17,6 / 2,

 – 9,4 / 2.
.

 13,9 / 2,  – 
3,8 / 2.

 1999 .
.  26 .
 2006 . .

6 , -
, ,

.  2  – 8  – -
.

 15  14 
,  10 – -

, 5 –  5 – -
.  14 

-
 50 , .

 5 
. .

, , . ,
,

, ,
.

 3. 

 3. .
Table 3. Location of Gray-headed Thrush nests depending by species of nest tree. 

Number of nest 
,

Height of nest above ground, m Species of tree n % min max X 
 Betula platyphylla 8 27,6 1,3 6,0 4,3 
 Larix cajanderi  3 10,3 1,2 6,0 3,9 

Betula ermanii 4 13,8 1,8 5,0 2,8 
Salex udensis 9 31,0 0,6 3,5 2,8 

 Alnus hirsuta 3 10,3 0,8 2,5 1,8 
 Sorbus sibirica 1 3,5 — — 1,5 

 Lonicera caerulea 1 3,5 — — 0,8 
 Total 29 100,0 0,6 6,0 3,1 

Aegithalos caudatus – 
. . -

-
 1981–1999 . ( . . , . .;

).  2003 .
.

 « »
 1,0–6,0 / 2.
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2006 . -
.

 5 
2003 . . -

.
 10 

.
Parus montanus –

.  –  1999 .
. -

 55,2 / 2.  2003 . -
. -
 3,9–10,3 / 2, -

.  – 
3,7 / 2.  2006 ., -

-
, -

.  0,9–
2,7 / 2,

.
 1999 . .

27  – 1 .
.  10 

.  1  2 -
 10  5 .

 2 .
,

-
, , .

-
.

 Parus ater – .
.

21  1976 .
 6  2006 . . ,

1,6 / 2.
Sitta europaea – -

.
 0–4,3 / 2.

.

. , -
 6  2003 . , -

-
 3,5 . ,  5 

2006 . . , -
, -

 9 .
Fringilla montifringilla –

.
-

 41,7–59,8 / 2,  – 
51,9–70,9 / 2,  – 54,9–
77,2 / 2. -

 – 26,6 / 2,
 – 22,4 / 2.

 1999 .  ( ) -
 14 , -
 5 . -

 – -
17–26 . .

 ( -
)  26 

 28 .
 2003  2006 .  I 

,
. ,

 28 . , -
,  8  2006 .

-
 3  6 ,

,
.

 15  1 
.

: , -
, ,

.
-

 4. -
-

, , , ,
.

 4. .
Table 4. Location of Brambling nests depending by species of nest tree. 

Number of nest 
,

Height of nest above ground, m Species of tree n % min max X 
 Betula ermanii 3 18,8 5,0 12,0 8,3 

 Betula platyphylla 8 50,0 3,5 10,0 6,7 
 Salex udensis 4 25,0 2,5 7,0 4,1 

 Larix cajanderi 1 6,2 — — 3,0 
 Total 16 100,0 2,5 12,0 6,1 

Leucosticte arctoa 
. -

. , -
.

Chloris sinica – -
.  2006 . -

. -
 2,9 / 2.

: 0–0,7 / 2

, 1,7 / 2 .
.

 1999 .
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 4  25 . -
 28  1999 .

Acanthis flammea – -
;

. -
-

 1,4  5,2 / 2. ,
.

.
Acanthis hornemanni -

 (  3 ) . -
 13  1999 .

Carpodacus erythrinus –
, . -

-
 (2,0 / 2) -

 (3,1 / 2). -
 14,0 / 2,

 – 14,7 / 2,  – 
15,2–15,4 / 2.

-
 – 24,1 / 2,

 – 25,7 / 2, -
.  – 30,4 / 2,

 – 33,3 / 2, -
-

 – 52,1 / 2. -
-

.
. -

 – . -
, ,  4 .

 I -
,

.
 10 -

: 5 – , 2 – 
, 2 – , 1 – -
. -

 – 0,5–1 ,  0,8 , -
 – 1,8  2,8 -

.
,  – 

,
.

Penicola enucleator – -
.

2  23  1958 . . . -
 (2000) . .

4 .  2 
: , .

Pyrrhula pyrrhula –
.

 –  1999 .
.  3,8 -

/ 2.

 1,4–3 / 2,  – 3,1 / 2.
 – 9,8 / 2 – 

. . -
.

.

 6  2003 . -
.

 5 -
.

.
Coccothraustes coccothraustes –

, -
.

 2,0–7,1 / 2, -
.  – 5,1 / 2, -

 – 7,0 / 2,
.  – 17,6 / 2.

 5  2 -
 2,2  2,5 

, 1 – 
3,5 , 1 –  1,8 , 1 – 

 11 .

2,5 .
,

;  – .
Emberiza schoeniclus – -

. .
-

. , -
, -

,
1,3 / 2.

.
 1999 .

.  21 , -
 25 .

- Emberiza rustica –
,

 6,8–14,7 / 2. -
- : -

 – 21,1 / 2; -
 – 25,0 / 2; -

.  – 38,2 / 2,
 – 46,8–73,0 / 2.
- .

 2  1999 . -
, ,  26 . , -

,  4 .
 2  5 ,

 4  – 4 .  5 
 2–3-  5 .

 2–3- -
 23 ,

.
.

 6 - ,

. -
,

, , -
.

.
 ( )  (n = 3): 
 – 105–130,  116;  – 

63–65,  64;  – 44–54, -
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 48.  ( )  (n = 11): 18,6–21,0 15,4–
16,4,  19,9±0,7 15,8±0,3.

Emberiza aureola –
,

. -
 – 

25,9 / 2. -
 – 

18,3 / 2, - -
.  – 10,1 / 2, -

 – 8,3 / 2. -

.  – 1,9 / 2

 – 0–1,4 / 2.
.

.
 I  2003 

2006 . , -
.
.  20–24 

1976 .
Calcarius lapponicus – 

. -
.

 –  27 
26  1999 .,

.
6 , -

 2  150  250 .
 –

. . -
, -

,  « » ( ,
2000). 

 5 . .
(2000) 19  1956 .

. ,
 17  1964 . ,

,
5 .

Plectrophenax nivalis
, -

.  27 
3  1999 . . -

: 3 
1958 .  5 , 27  1962 . – 6 ,
11  1964 . – 6  ( -

, 2000). 

, .
10  1975–1990 . ,

, . ,
 1999 . ( , 2000), 

, -
.

,

. ,

 250–300 .  ( . 5). -
.

( , 2000), , -
.

 5. 
, .

 1999 .
Table 5. Estimated number of waterbirds and shore-

birds migrated through low basin of the Elovka River  
in spring 1999. 

Group of birds Total number estimation 
 Grebes 1 000–3 000 

 Swans 3 000–4 000 
 Geese  30 000–35 000 
 Ducks 150 000–200 000 

 Waders 40 000–50 000 
 Gulls 20 000–25 000 
 Total 244 000–317 000 
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Fig. 19. Daily number of Whooper Swans feed and rested in 
game refuge «Kharchinskoe Lake» in April – May 1999. 
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Fig. 20. Daily number of geese feed and rested in game refuge 
«Kharchinskoe Lake» in April – May 1999. 
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Fig. 21. Daily number of ducks feed and rested in game refuge 
«Kharchinskoe Lake» in April – May 1999. 
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